
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Corey F. Huber
Telephone:   703-536-1995
Email:   cfhuber@fundforvocations.org

GRANTS TOTALING $98,000 AWARDED TO ASSIST VOCATIONS
Organization Assumes Student Debts for Those Making Vows of Poverty

The Mater Ecclesiae Fund for Vocations (MEFV) announced February 1, 2009 that it has awarded 
grants to seven men and women under its St. John Vianney and St. Joseph Student Debt Relief Grant 
Programs.  This is only the second grant under the St. John Vianney program, which assists young men 
entering the diocesan priesthood or Societies of Apostolic Life whose charism is to form men for service 
as parish priests.

The St. John Vianney grant recipient, Edward Ablang of Pittsburgh, PA, is in his first year of formation 
with the Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest.

St. Joseph grants were awarded to six young women aspiring to a variety of religious communities.

¥ Karen Kysely is in the pre-postulancy program with the Dominican Sisters of the Immaculate 
Conception Province in Justice, IL.

¥ Roxanne Petrie is awaiting her entrance to the Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy 
(Saint FaustinaÕs order) in Boston, MA.

¥ Carri Prewitt will enter the Dominican Monastery of Our Lady of the Rosary in Summit, NJ.

¥ Myriam Saint-Vilus will begin her formation at the third-oldest Carmel in the United States, the 
Monastery of St. Joseph and St. Teresa.

¥ Julie Silvernail is beginning her life at the Poor Clare Monastery of Our Lady of the Angels, 
founded by Mother Angelica.

¥ Melani Slade will enter the Sisters of Our Lady Immaculate in Cambridge, Ontario.

The MEFV will make monthly payments on the seven granteesÕ total student debts of $98,000 
throughout their years of formation, with a guarantee that the debts will be fully paid by the fifth 
anniversary of their ordination or final vows.  If any of the grantees were to leave formation, the grant 
would be cancelled.
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The MEFV is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, founded in 2006 to remove the serious obstacles that 
student loans present to individuals who seek to answer GodÕs call to consecrate themselves in the 
priesthood or religious life.  

Because of the vow of poverty, men and women entering religious life must be free of all debt.  A 
similar situation exists in some Societies like the Institute of Christ the King, which requires that its 
entrants be free of debt, as well.  However, the high cost of a college education means that many young 
people must take student loans to attend college, and the difficulty of paying off these loans -- often tens 
of thousands of dollars -- can delay or in some cases prevent many qualified individuals from 
responding to their vocation to religious life.

For its winter application period, the MEFV received eleven applications, but was able to issue only 
seven grants, due to limited funds.  ÒWe wish we could have awarded grants to all our candidates.  The 
Church needs these young men and women serving in the priesthood and religious life,Ó said Corey 
Huber, executive director of the MEFV.  ÒUnfortunately, there were not enough funds available for all.Ó

Additional information can be obtained by visiting MEFVÕs website at http://fundforvocations.org/.
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